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Eternal God, our heavenly Father we bless your holy 
name for all that you have given us in and through the 
life of your servant Queen Elizabeth. 
We give you thanks: for her love of family and her gift 
of friendship; for her devotion to this nation and the 
nations of the 
Commonwealth; for her 
grace, dignity and 
courtesy; and for her 
generosity and love of 
life. 
We praise you for: the 
courage that she showed 
in testing times; the 

depth of her Christian faith; and the witness 
she bore to it in word and deed. 
Accept our thanks and praise, we pray, 
through Jesus Christ our lord. 
Amen. 

Everlasting God, we pray for our new King 
Bless his reign and the life of our nation 
Help us to work together so that truth and justice, harmony and fairness 
flourish among us; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
                                                                                                              Photos with acknowledgment to BBC News  
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Winkfield Parish News – October 2022 
A message from Revd Patrick:  

The year 2022 will be known by many as ‘the year that Queen Elizabeth II 
died’. Her death will have a continuing huge impact upon this nation, as 
has her record-breaking reign. 
For most of us, she has been the only monarch we know. She has been 
part of our lives, our imaginations, our sense of who we are as a nation. 
The Queen has provided stability and reassurance for her family and the 
nation. When times were painful and difficult for us as a nation, she was 
there. She always sought to comfort the suffering and to steady the 
anxious.  
Many of us already feel shaken up and disoriented in ways that we can’t 
quite describe, and perhaps had not expected. To this, the Queen herself 
would be the first to point us to the God whom she worshipped, and to 
whom she committed her life in service, the God in whose name she was 
anointed.  
She spoke, in her many Christmas broadcasts, about her own reliance on 
God, without flaunting it. Clearly she knew and understood Jesus’ words: 
“without Me you can do nothing”. In the face of her death, her example 
points us to depend on “Our God, our help in ages past and our hope for 
years to come”. 
It is apparent that this faith is what fired her sense of duty and service. Her 
words even before coronation were: “Pray for me … , that God may give 
me wisdom and strength to carry out the solemn promises that I shall be 
making, and that I may faithfully serve Him and you, all the days of my 
life.”1 Indeed, this was a prayer similar to that of no less a person than King 

Solomon, as he began his own reign in Israel.2  

In December 2000, she said: “For me the teachings of Christ and my own 
personal accountability before God provide a framework in which I try to 
lead my life  
In 2008 she said: ‘I hope that, like me, you will be comforted by the 
example of Jesus of Nazareth who, often in circumstances of great 
adversity, managed to live an outgoing, unselfish and sacrificial life … . He 

 
1 https://christianity.org.uk/article/queen-elizabeths-faith 
2 1 Kings 3:6-9  
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makes it clear that genuine human happiness and satisfaction lie more in 
giving than receiving; more in serving than in being served.’  
In this year, the year that Queen Elizabeth died, we give thanks for a life of 
dedicated service to our nations and to the Commonwealth. We give 
thanks for God’s faithful servant, Elizabeth. We pray that we too may follow 
her example of faith in Christ, and have the assurance of God’s lead> and 
guidance. 
We grieve for what we have all lost. But we also take heart and hope from 
the faith that we shared with her and that she shared with us, remembering 
that death is defeated in Christ’s resurrection. Amen. 
The Revd. Patrick Mukholi. 
Trinity 13. The Year Queen Elizabeth II Died. 

A message from the Editors 

We have both been privileged that our lives have encompassed the whole 
of the long reign of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, from the sad day of her 
accession to her final moments at Balmoral. We have watched her reign 
evolve over 70 years, always practical, always relevant, with joy and tears, 
laughter and solemnity, wisdom and dignity, inspiring in its achievements. 
With all her greatness, we have hugely admired the Queen’s empathy with 
her people, and treasured the rare moments when we were in her 
presence: moments in which she shed her grandness and became a human 
being conversing with another human being. 
She loved us and we, with our country and with so much of the world, 
loved her. As friends in the USA wrote soon after her death: “She was a 
queen for the world and a great lady. We shall not see her like again. But 
how fortunate we were to have shared her time.” 
Over the past few days, we have been very moved by the words of tribute 
to Her Late Majesty that have poured down, shining like a myriad of jewels. 
They are appropriate and well deserved by a truly wonderful human being. 
We are particularly sad for our King, and all members of the Royal Family, 
and others close to the late Queen: we pray for them in their grief and loss: 
emotions that they must all too often have had to bear in the public eye. 
Our own lives, as editors, have also encompassed the whole life of His 
Majesty, King Charles III, as he has developed and played a busy, interested 
role, with many practical achievements, thanks to his own energy and sense 
of duty. To him we warmly give our loyalty. In this, we will, we know, be 
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joined by our whole nation, as he takes on the heavy burden of our 
constitutional monarchy. We pray for him wholeheartedly, and we look 
forward, with confidence to an exciting and purposeful reign. 

Bellringers’ Queen Elizabeth II Tribute 

The Bell Ringers were deeply saddened to hear of the death of our beloved 
Queen. Along with most of the towers in the country we rang the tower 
bells at midday on 9 September for one hour as a mark of respect to Her 
Late Majesty. 
The bells were rung wholly muffled with just the back stroke on the tenor 
bell open, which made a wonderful sound. 
The bells are only fully muffled on the death of a monarch, so this was a 
completely new experience for us. We made the muffles in advance so that 
we were ready for the event - they were made from bicycle tyres, and we 
were really pleased that they worked so well. If anyone would like to see 
them, please do ask any of the tower bell ringers. 
We were delighted that some passersby stopped to listen to the bells and 
friends and family of the ringers also came along - it made the occasion 
even more special.  
The flag was placed at half-mast on 8 September after we heard the news 
of the Queens’ demise. 
On 10 September the flag was raised in celebration of the accession to the 
throne of King Charles. 
On Sunday 11 September, the bells were rung in celebration of King 
Charles’ accession, without the muffles, after which the muffles were-re-
applied, and they will remain in situ until the state funeral is concluded. 
Jill Glennerster 
01344-884071 

From the Parish Registers for August 2022 

Baptisms  
Ava Rose Elizabeth Anderson was Christened at St Mary’s church on 
7 August 2022 
Ella Summer Anderson was Christened at St Mary’s church on 
7 August 2022 
Harry James Wise-Ford was Christened at St Mary’s church on 
7 August 2022 
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Weddings & Blessings 
There were no weddings or blessings for August. 
Funerals and interments 
There were no funerals or interments in August. 

Other notices  
Church Office 

Office hours are: Monday-Friday 9:30am – 12noon. The Church Office is 
open for visitors on Tuesdays & Fridays. 
Contact info: Church Office: c/o St Martin’s Church, Church Road, Chavey 
Down, SL5 8RR Phone: 01344 882933  
Email: admin@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk  
Website: https://winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk 
If you are arranging an event, please contact Stephanie in the Church Office 
at the email address above, so that it can be noted in the Church diary and 
recorded on the website. 
Don’t forget to use our fundraising links: 
https://www.winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk/donate.htm 

Ranelagh School Verification Surgeries for October. 2023  

Surgeries are to be held at the St Martin’s Church Office, by appointment 
only. Please email the Church Office, to book an appointment (telephone 
bookings and early email requests will not be accepted). Surgeries will run 
as per the schedule stated below from 10am to 12noon. If you have any 
queries, please do not hesitate to contact the Church Office 
Ranelagh School Verification Surgery Schedule: 
1. Wednesday 28 September  
2. Wednesday 5 October  
3. Saturday 8 October  
4. Wednesday 12 October  

Safeguarding in the Parish 

The Parish Safeguarding details are:  
https://www.winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk/safeguarding.htm  
Safeguarding is part of our core faith and an integral feature of Christian 
life. Please be alert to the fact that Safeguarding concerns arise in many  
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different guises. So we should always have faith to question, especially 
when something does not feel right.  
Should you have any Safeguarding concerns, please contact our Parish 
Safeguarding Officer, Mrs Camille Jeffs, via the Church Office on: 
01344 882933, or email  safeguarding@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk 
(please begin message with ‘SAFEGUARDING’ or put this in Subject).  

Local reports and events 
CADS does Dad’s Army  

Anyone over the age of 50 will remember this much loved series by David 
Croft and Jimmy Perry from the first time around in the 70s. Episodes are 
still showing on nostalgia channels so these classic comedy programmes 
now have a younger following too. 
The team at CADS (Cranbourne Amateur Dramatic Society) have been 
laughing a lot while rehearsing this show although their director, Warwick 
Grigg, has employed military precision to keep them well drilled. 
Has the German U-Boat Captain really got Pike’s name on his list? Is 
pompous Captain Mainwaring actually a romantic at heart? Which of 
Walmington-on-Sea’s ladies will strip off to play Lady Godiva? All these 
questions, and more, will be answered and topped off with the Vicar, the 
Verger and the ARP Warden joining the platoon in a rousing rendition of 
The Floral Dance.  
Performances are on 27, 28 and 29 October 2022 at 7.45pm, with an 
additional Saturday matinee at 2.30pm, at St Peter’s Hall, Hatchet Lane, 
Cranbourne SL4 2EG. Tickets at £12 are available from 
ticketsource.co.uk/cads-amdram or call 01344 884498 (cash or cheque 
only). 
Don’t miss the show, “you stupid boy!” 

Music and Merriment 3 December 2022 

In these sad times, it is hard to get to grips with Christmas, but life must go 
on, time waits for no man, School has gone back, and come November, 
Music and Merriment rehearsals will begin work towards a wonderful 
evening at 7:30pm on Saturday 3 December. 
So, there are two things that we request that you do, to help with this great 
annual event: 
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 NUMBER ONE PRIORITY: put the day in your diary and plan to 
enjoy a wonderful evening. 

 NUMBER TWO PRIORITY: if you have children, Years 5 to 8, we may 
need you to enrol them in the Junior Choir. No experience needed, 
just enthusiasm. After the Sunday evening rehearsals in November, 
they will be singing angels!! 

We will shortly be in touch with local schools to alert them if the 
opportunities, and also contacting 2021 Junior Choir members who may 
want to stay onboard. 
We always welcome new helpers for various aspects to make this event 
work properly. Most of the work is done on the day, as part of a dedicated 
team that makes it fun. 
The Concert will follow its usual format, and you will love it! 

Choral Recital by the Morgan Singers - 4 September 

The Patronal Festival Service of Family Communion at St Mary’s Winkfield 
was held on Sunday 4 September, in commemoration of the Birth of Saint 
Mary. In place of an Organ Voluntary, the service ended with an a cappella 
mini-recital given by the Morgan Singers, entitled Ralph Vaughan Williams 
and his World, to celebrate this year’s 150th anniversary of the composer’s 
birth. 
Ralph Vaughan Williams (RVW) studied at the Royal College of Music and 
the recital opened with a piece by his tutor there, Hubert Parry: Crossing 
the Bar. It was twinned with O Mistress Mine, one of RVW’s earliest works, 
written at the RCM in 1891 when he was only 18 years old. The words of 
this song feature in William Shakespeare’s comedy Twelfth Night and RVW 
felt an affinity for the Tudor period – in particular the composer Thomas 
Tallis, who composed the tune for the next item: Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow. The music was originally published in a volume called Tunes 
for Archbishop Parker’s Psalter and is better known today as the round: 
Tallis’s Canon. 
Inspired by this Tudor style, RVW wrote Fantasia on a Theme by Thomas 
Tallis, which received its 1910 première at Gloucester Cathedral in the 
presence of Edward Elgar. Referencing this connection, the recital 
continued with Elgar’s first setting of the motet O Salutaris Hostia, followed 
by the concluding piece: O Taste and See – a short anthem composed by 
RVW for Holy Communion at the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II in 1953.  
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This set of five choral works, sung by the Morgan Singers was their 
valedictory concert after fifteen years of music-making together. 
Founded in 2007 as a vocal consort of Lambrook School staff, parents and 
friends, the Morgan Singers performed in local Parish Churches as well as 
much further afield – from the Chapel of Selwyn College Cambridge to 
Brecon Cathedral in Wales. The group was named after the late Tim 
Morgan, who enjoyed a long association with the Parish of Winkfield, 
Cranbourne and Chavey Down before his untimely death in 2018. RIP. 

Services in the Parish – October 2022 
For explanation of the symbols, see below the Services tables. 
ST MARTIN’S CHURCH  Common Worship Services 
Date Day Time Service 

2 16th Sunday in Trinity 
9:30am Harvest Bring and Share Lunch 

4pm 
Celebrating Harvest Crafty 
Church  

9 17th Sunday in Trinity 9:30am Family Praise  
16 18th Sunday in Trinity 9:30am Family Communion 

23 Last Sunday in Trinity 
9:30am Family Communion 

10.45am Holy Baptisms 

30 4th Sunday before 
Advent 9:30am 

All Souls & All Saints Memorial 
Service  

 
ST MARY’S CHURCH  Book of Common Prayer Services 
Date Day Time Service 

2 16th Sunday in Trinity 
10am Family Communion 

11.45am Holy Baptisms 

8 Harvest 
6pm Harvest Evensong 

followed by Harvest Supper in 
Popel’s Hall 

9 17th Sunday in Trinity 
8am Said Holy Communion  

10am Harvest Family Matins  

16 18th Sunday in Trinity 
9:30am Family Praise 

11am Holy Communion 
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Date Day Time Service 

23 19th Sunday in Trinity 
8am Said Holy Communion  

9:30am Crafty Church 
11am Morning Prayer 

30 20th Sunday in Trinity 10am All Souls & All Saints Service  
 
ST PETER’S CHURCH  Common Worship Services 
Date Day Time Service 

2 16th Sunday in Trinity 11am Family Praise for Harvest  
9 17th Sunday in Trinity 11am Holy Communion 

16 18th Sunday in Trinity 11am Morning Prayer 
23 Last Sunday in Trinity 11am Holy Communion 

30 
4th Sunday before 
Advent 11am All Souls & All Saints Service  

 

 

Food for the Foodbank; A TYPICAL FOOD PARCEL INCLUDES: 

Cereal Pasta Rice Beans Soup  Biscuits Tea/coffee  
Tinned meat Tinned vegetables  Tinned fruit Pasta sauce 

 

There are notelets at the back of each church for you to let us know loved ones you 
would like remembered in this years’ service.  
Please complete them and return to your Parish Wardens; Anne & Lesley, or our 
Interim Minister; Patrick.  
Alternatively, please email the church office using All Souls Service in the subject 
line  

Around the Parish 
St Mary’s Choir 

The choir continued to support the congregation during August and were 
much appreciated by Rev Vusi Mabuza and Father Ernest Lennon who very 
kindly took our communion services during Patrick’s holiday. On Patrick’s 
return the choir, together with singers from St Peter’s opened the 
September Family Communion service, which was also the Patronal service, 
with a performance of “Spirit of God”.  
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The Communion setting was Stopford and the communion interlude was 
“For Mary, Mother of our Lord”. The service ended with a choral recital by 
the Morgan Singers (see also the Morgan Singers report on page 10).  
With many thanks to all our visiting singers. 

St Mary’s Women’s Guild 

The September meeting began with a thank you to all members who had 
worked hard for the September Fayre. Although not as busy as last year 
members had enjoyed the day. Last year was the beginning of the world 
“opening up” and this year worries about cost of living perhaps kept some 
people away. The final figure is not yet known as money is still coming in.  
The concerns about heating bills triggered a generous thought by several 
of our members. They have offered to host Guild meetings during the 
winter months and so save on heating the church on those afternoons. The 
change of venue will begin in November and continue, certainly, until 
March. We are very grateful to our members.  
Our speaker was Judith Usher, whom we haven’t seen for some time, and 
her talk was about Queen Mary 2. It was an excellent talk with pictures to 
look at. Judith took questions at the end of her talk and as usual there was 
a quiz. A most enjoyable afternoon. 

Friends of St Mary’s Winkfield 

The DAC (Diocesan Advisory Committee) has requested more information 
for the Electrics project. The plans they have requested should be available 
very soon. They will then be passed to the DAC. 

Family Matins, Family Praise and Crafty Church. 

These three services continue well. Family Matins in August had a visiting 
organist and, instead of a play performed by the children, they sang and 
were taught a round, which they all enjoyed. Crafty Church goes from 
strength to strength, and many thanks to the “ladies who do” for their 
excellent ideas at the September Fayre 

Communion services during August 

Rev. Vusi Mabuza and Father Ernest Lennon visited and led the 
communion services during Patrick’s holiday. It is hard to believe that the 
last time they were with us was 12 months ago. Our thanks to both of 
them. 
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Encounters 
Some personal local stories of meeting Queen Elizabeth II 

Grey Coat Hospital, Westminster 

Patricia Powell 
In 1998 HM The Queen and HRH The Duke of Edinburgh spent a day at 
my old school, The Grey Coat Hospital, Westminster, as Patrons of its 
Tercentenary Year. I was presented as Chair of the old school association. 
The Queen offered a warm greeting. I was honoured. Next to me was 
another alumna who, for several decades, was Curator of the Royal 
Photographic Collection at Windsor Castle. She lived in The Henry III Tower 
(lovely address!). When The Queen saw her, she grinned and said “Oh, not 
you again!” After the event the girls published a gazette, partly entitled 
‘Betty and Phil’s Day Out.’ 
I grew up in Westminster. We often saw members of the Royal Family. Even 
if we were the only people on The Mall, we would get a wave. And we saw 
all the Royal processions, including watching The Queen riding side-saddle. 
Once we even had a literal clash with royalty, as just recounted to ‘BBC 
Breakfast,’ when my little brother Christopher, on his tricycle, crashed into 
baby Prince Charles’s pram! As the reporter said “And now that baby is The 
King!” Windsor echoes Westminster for me. I wish the dear Queen the 
deepest peace. 
 

Encounter in the Great Park 
Lucy Head 
I was 8, many years ago, when I went to watch the Windsor Horse Trials 
with my mother. We were walking along, and my mother suddenly said to 
me: “Look, there’s the Queen, with her corgis.” The Queen sat down on her 
shooting stick to watch the event, and we sat down some way away. 
I decided to approach her when my mother wasn't looking, and went up to 
her, and asked if I could pat her corgis. "You can pat this one," she said, 
"but not the other one." So I patted the one she indicated. I asked “are you 
really the Queen? You aren’t wearing a crown.” She said that she really was 
the Queen, and that she didn’t always wear a crown. I told her that I had a 
pony called Strawbs, and she was interested. I told her that Strawbs had 
competed in a Fancy Dress Class at the recent Windsor Horse Show. "Oh 
yes," she said, that must be the RDA class. Anne was judging it." " Yes, “ I 
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said, “and my mummy said that she had judged it very well."  She looked 
very pleased. I said "I must go back to my mummy, now", and she said “I 
have to go, too, to wash the corgis” and I thought: “Surely she has 
someone else to do that?” 

Royal Victoria Medal. 
Tony Bish 
In the New Year’s honours of 2002, I had the pleasure of being awarded 
the Royal Victoria Medal. I had the choice of receiving it at an investiture at 
Buckingham Palace or in person from The Queen at a private audience in 
Windsor Castle. I opted for the latter and on Sunday, April 6th, 2003. 
I presented myself at the side door of the castle and was met by a footman 
who took me through a maze of underground passages that led to the 
Royal apartments overlooking the East Terrace. I was ushered in and then 
left alone with her Majesty who had just returned from Sunday service in 
the Royal Chapel at Royal Lodge.  
She immediately put me at ease with her charming smile and friendly 
countenance. We chatted about the Great Park, my family, and the York 
Club which I used to decorate for Christmas every year in time for the Royal 
shoots, where the Royal party would take lunch.  
We talked about the recent outbreak of foot and mouth in 2001 which had 
involved the production of many signs when the park had to be closed to 
the public. This had presented the opportunity for much maintenance and 
conservation work to take place. We both commented on how unusual it 
felt for the park to be so quiet and empty of people. Her Majesty said it 
reminded her of earlier days. 
I noticed that there were two photographs of show signs I had produced 
on the mantelpiece for her Windsor Jersey herd. Whether they were always 
there or placed for my benefit, I have always wondered. We were 
surrounded by corgis for the entire time, and I had an insight into her 
famous humour observing the plastic model terrier digging into the carpet 
under a table.  
The whole room was a friendly space, not at all ‘palace like’.  
After a long and varied conversation, I was awarded the medal and we 
shook hands. In a dazed state at what had just taken place I was back 
down the tunnels following my liveried guide and off for a celebration lunch 
with my wife at Le Petit Bubb (The White Hart).  
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Thoughts of all sorts  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Queen Elizabeth II 
Statement by The Most Reverend Stephen Cottrell, Archbishop of York 
I join with many throughout our country and beyond as we mourn the 
death of Her Majesty The Queen. Throughout her long reign, and in all the 
confusions and challenges of a changing world, Her Majesty has been a 
constant, faithful presence. 
In 2014, Her Majesty remarked in her Christmas day message, “Christ’s 
example has taught me to seek, to respect and value all people of whatever 
faith or none.” The Queen’s gift to engage with everyone whom she met 
and the ability to make them feel at ease was a remarkable skill and one 
which showed a deep connection to the people she served and a desire to 
live out Jesus’ teaching. On the occasions I had the pleasure of meeting Her 
Majesty, I can testify to the warmth and joy she brought to every occasion. 
But most of all, it was the resolute reality of her faith that struck me 
powerfully. 
In Her Majesty’s first Christmas broadcast, ahead of her Coronation she 
asked the nation, whatever their religion, to pray that God would give her 
wisdom and strength to carry out the solemn promise she would be 
making and to faithfully serve God and us all the days of her life. 
That is most definitely a prayer that has been answered. Her service to our 
nation and Commonwealth has been exemplified by her devotion to her 
duty, which has always been offered with joy. Underpinning this has been 
her deep faith in God and in her we have witnessed God’s faithfulness at 
work. 
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Her Majesty leaves a remarkable legacy which not only lives on in this 
country, but stretches across the Commonwealth and the rest of the world. 
Her desire to bring people together and use her role to build up 
communities and wider society has been a cornerstone of her reign. 
Do join me in praying for members of the Royal Family over the coming 
weeks as the God who sustained Her Majesty throughout her life, guides 
them and brings them comfort. Above all, we pray also for our new King in 
the responsibilities that now rest upon him. 
The Queen was not shy in speaking of her faith and the hope and strength 
she found in Jesus Christ. At the heart of the good news of God is that 
through the death and resurrection of his son Jesus, the promise of new 
and eternal life is offered to us all. This belief, this hope, sustained our 
Queen and as she rejoices in that promise fulfilled so we too can draw 
comfort and hope from it. 
Many of us will struggle to imagine the life of our nation without the 
Queen. Her constancy and faithfulness has been deeply reassuring in a 
world that has changed so much. We give thanks for the Queen’s example, 
devotion and huge achievements. She found stability, perseverance and 
confidence in Jesus Christ who was the source of her hope and peace. May 
that also be true for each of us and for our nation; and may our dearly 
departed Queen rest in peace and rise in glory.  

Bells In Worship 2022 

Throughout history bells have been used in different cultures and religions 
as an aid to worship and as a form of communication. 
China was perhaps the main birthplace of bells, where they played an 
important role in the life of the ancient Chinese people. A record of the very 
first bell in China can be traced back to 2000 BC. They used bells for 
worshipping the Gods, making important announcements, and sounding 
alarms during times of danger.  
The practice of the use of metal bells for worship spread from China to 
many countries such as Japan, India, and Thailand. The ringing of metal 
bells for worship also became a practice in Hindu and Buddhist religions. 
In Hindu temples, bells were placed above the entrance to temples or 
above the inner sanctum of worship. Small hand bells were also rung 
during times of worship and while offering fruits or food items to the Gods. 
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In Buddhism, bells were rung while offerings were made to Lord Buddha. 
The ringing of bells was also associated with wisdom, peace, patience, and 
the cure of confusion. 
In Japan, Buddhist bells were huge, and sometimes many monks were 
needed to ring the bell. Japanese Shinto temples used animal-shaped small 
bells that were rung by visitors who came to the temple to offer prayers. 
Western civilisation has for many centuries associated the sound of bells 
with the Christian church. In Ancient Egypt, bells were used in ceremonies 
while worshiping the God Osiris. These bells were flat and were struck with 
a metal gong. 
They are mentioned in the bible in Exodus as part of Hebrew worship and 
are shown decorating the robes of priests. In Zechariah bells are described 
as part of the warhorses’ equipment. 
The Latin word Cymbala which comes from the Greek Kumbalon, meaning 
cup, was used in early times to mean both cymbals and bells – hence the 
later confusion when it came to translating the psalms into English as we 
know them today. For example “Praise Him Upon the Loud Cymbals, Praise 
Hymn Upon the Well Tuned Cymbals” in Psalm 150. The well tuned 
cymbals are the hand bells, about which more later. 
In Italy, under the leadership of Palanius, (~400AD) the Bishop of Nola, 
metal bells were cast and tuned to announce various prayer times each 
day. During religious ceremonies monks or clerics often rang bells with a 
hammer during a processional. These cup shaped bells, suspended from a 
metal bar, were used to give pitches for Psalm readings and other specific 
sections of the Liturgy. 
In the next few centuries, Christian Monks from Italy spread knowledge 
about metal bells across Europe. 
In England, Saint Bede (~860AD) introduced the practice of ringing bells 
during funerals. During the Renaissance period, bells with enormous 
dimensions were cast, and the sound became much louder. During the 
Gothic architectural period, bells in churches became massive and were 
decorated with different designs. 
During medieval times Christians travelled throughout Europe ringing bells 
while spreading the news of the risen Christ and summoning people to 
congregate – just as we ring our tower bells here to summon you all to 
church. 
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Hand bells are one of the world's oldest instruments.  
The historical foundation for hand bell ringing can be traced right back to 
the earliest Christian Church but the hand bell of today bears little 
resemblance to its primitive counterpart of yesteryear and has developed 
into a sophisticated instrument with its own tonal colour and vast range of 
techniques at the disposal of the musician.  
In Britain the first missionaries who came to spread the Christian gospel 
were of the Celtic church. They attached great importance to their hand 
bells which were quite crudely made quadrangular affairs. 
Hundreds of years later, in the Middle Ages, the hand bell changed into a 
form similar to the ones we now use. In those days the hand bells were one 
of the basic musical instruments of the church, with pictures of them 
included in many medieval illuminated manuscripts. They would be used to 
accompany chanting alongside stringed and wind instruments, or used to 
play the tenor line which carried the melody when boys were not singing it. 
(Women in church choirs are a modern feature!) 
A hand bell ministry is considered by many to be a microcosm of the 
church at large, and in the last few decades there has been a tremendous 
resurgence of interest in hand bells across the globe in churches of many 
denominations. 
Whilst we are a small band here at St Mary’s we often play with other 
teams at rallies where up to 5 octaves are rung. 
We are extremely grateful to St Mary’s church for including us and our bells 
in so much of the worship with regular participation in the services.  
Jill Glennerster 

Episode 20 Last years at Eton Part 1  
By Anthony Hodson, continuing his serial autobiography.  
After a difficult first two years, my last years at Eton were successful, both 
academically and socially. 
Scholars in their third year specialise in their studies – a whole year ahead 
of most other boys in the school. ‘Oppidan Scholars’ were the exception – 
boys who had been successful in the Kings Scholarship, but had opted to 
go in one of the boarding houses (referred to by the House Master’s name). 
I specialised in Maths and Physics, and I was very lucky to do this in parallel 
with my dear friend Nicky Howard (introduced earlier). 
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We progressed together in Mathematics, and must have also done so in 
Physics, but I recall having to spend most of my last year in solitary study, 
as I was a year ahead of anybody else. This was not a very satisfactory time, 
as much of it was spent grappling with Jeans’ classic ‘Electricity’ textbook, 
which taught the theory based on the ground-breaking work of two 
distinguished physicists/mathematicians James Clerk Maxwell and Oliver 
Heaviside. This book was very hard going, and would have been 
superseded by the elegant notation and lucid exposition of Prof. Coulson’s 
‘Electricity’3. So it was a relief to be called upon to teach Physics quite 
frequently to younger boys. This was occasioned by the frequent illness of 
Mr Charlie Mayes, Head of Physics. 
This teaching experience was the start of a thread of teaching that I 
maintained, with enjoyment of passing on knowledge, all the way through 
my professional career – and still continue as an octogenarian. 
There were other important educational strands. Boys could choose an 
extra subject, unencumbered by the need to pass exams, and I used this to 
study German, Italian – and making pottery (of which some relics remain). 
Also firmly in my mind are the lessons taken by Robert Birley, the Head 
Master, on ethics and sociology. I found these interesting and informative, 
and helped development of my political stance as liberal left of centre.  (As 
a Professor in South Africa, Robert Birley had been one of the intellectual 
leaders in condemnation of the ideology of Apartheid.) 
At the end of the academic learning process at Eton, I was successful in 
what was then called S-level exams (aiming at Oxford/Cambridge 
scholarships) and won a minor scholarship to Balliol, as well as Eton’s 
Mathematics and Physics prizes. (I never did A-levels!)  
My academic successes did me little good socially with the rest of the 
Scholars of my year, who would have used the derogatory term ‘nerd’ of 
me if it had been invented, but by that time they had mostly come to terms 
with my oddities! Music was the real key to recovery of social confidence. 
When I went to Eton, as a reasonably accomplished pianist for my age, I did 
not get on with the piano teacher assigned to me, and stopped lessons. My 
parents, bless them, encouraged me a bit later to take up another 
instrument, so I started oboe lessons. This had been the instrument played 

 
3 I only encountered this seminal book when preparing for Oxford during the later months of 
National Service. Prof. Coulson was an Oxford Professor at the time, and a great lecturer 
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by my cousin Tommy Crump. 
In those days not long after the war, wind instrument teaching was 
uninspiring, but in early 1953 Dr Sydney Watson, the Precentor (director of 
music at Eton) took action to hire teachers who were much more 
inspirational. So I started learning with Claude Taylor who was not only an 
excellent English ‘beak’ (Eton school master) but also a very talented 
amateur oboist, and his words still ring in my ears. (To be continued. Full 
story at https://fosmw.com/parishmag using [Serial feature] button.) 

Puzzles 
Crossword Puzzle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Across 

1  Tertullus, who presented the high priest’s case against Paul in his trial before 
Felix, was one (Acts 24:1) (6) 
4  As balm (anag.) (6) 
8  Having explored Canaan, he and Joshua urged the Israelites to take possession 
of it (Numbers 13:30) (5) 
9  On becoming king of Judah, he had all six of his brothers killed (2 Chronicles 
21:4) (7) 
10 ‘Even the — has found a home, and the swallow a nest for herself’ (Psalm 84:3) 
(7) 
11 Banishment(Jeremiah29:1)(5) 
12 ‘And now I will show you the most — way’(1Corinthians12:31) (9) 
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17 ‘Titus did not exploit you, did he? Did we not —— the same spirit and follow 
the same course?’ (2 Corinthians 12:18) (3,2) 
19 Mice den(anag.)(7) 
21 How Egypt is often described in the Old Testament: ‘the land of — ’ (Exodus 
13:3) (7) 
22 One of the first Levites to resettle in Jerusalem after the exile in Babylon (1 
Chronicles 9:15) (5) 
23 ‘As a sheep before her shearers is —,so he did not open his mouth’ (Isaiah 
53:7) (6) 
24 Paul’s birthplace(Acts22:3)(6) 
Down 
1  Ravenous insect inflicted on Egypt in vast numbers as the eighth plague (Exodus 
10:14) (6) 
2  Well-being (Philippians 2:20) (7) 
3  Small piece of live coal or wood in a dying fire (Psalm 102:3) (5) 
5  Sportsman or woman (2 Timothy 2:5) (7) 
6  The original name of Abraham’s wife (Genesis 17:15) (5) 
7  ‘So in Christ we who are many form one body, and each — belongs to all the 
others’ (Romans 12:5) (6) 
9  According to Peter, a wife’s beauty should not come from wearing this (1 Peter 
3:3) (9) 
13 ‘For God did not send his Son into the world to — the world’ (John 3:17) (7) 
14 ‘The Lord of heaven and earth...does not live in — built by hands’ (Acts 17:24) 
(7) 
15 ‘If your hand — you to sin,cut it off’(Mark9:43)(6) 
16 Something like these fell from Saul’s eyes as soon as Ananias placed his hands 
on him (Acts 9:18) (6) 
18 Track(Job41:30)(5)  
20 Religious doctrine(5) 
22 One of the first Levites to resettle in Jerusalem after the exile in Babylon (1 
Chronicles 9:15) (5) 

23 ‘As a sheep before her shearers is —,so he did not open his mouth’ (Isaiah 
53:7) (6) 

24 Paul’s birthplace(Acts22:3)(6) 
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